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- NEWS RELEASE - 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 
 
 

Port of Corpus Christi Commission Names New Officers, Welcomes New 
Commissioners Sworn in by Nueces County Judge 

 
 

Corpus Christi, TX, USA – The Port of Corpus Christi Commission named new officers and 
welcomed two new Commissioners at the January Commission meeting. The group returned to 
the Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz International Center following a year of extensive renovations 
and upgrades to the venue.  
 
Commissioner Gabe Guerra was named Chairman of the Port Commission, succeeding David P. 
Engel following the conclusion of his term. Guerra was first appointed to the Port Commission by 
the Corpus Christi City Council in 2022. Commissioner Wes Hoskins, appointed by the San 
Patricio County Commissioners Court, was reappointed Vice Chairman, and Commissioner Rajan 
Ahuja, appointed by the City of Corpus Christi, was named Secretary. 
 
“I am deeply honored by the trust my fellow commissioners have placed in me to serve as 
Chairman of the Port of Corpus Christi Commission,” said Gabe Guerra, the newly elected Port 
Commission Chairman. “The Port is a powerful economic engine for the Coastal Bend region, 
supporting jobs, strengthening local industries and ensuring the long-term resiliency of the 
communities we serve. I remain committed to stewarding the Port’s continued growth in a way 
that supports business, opportunity and the future of our region.” 
 
New Port Commissioners Michael Hunter, appointed by the Corpus Christi City Council, and 
Amanda Torres, appointed by the Nueces County Commissioners Court, took their oaths of office, 
administered by Nueces County Judge Connie Scott, on January 6 and January 7, respectively. 
Hunter succeeds former Commission Chairman David P. Engel, while Torres replaces former 
Port Commissioner Diane Gonzalez. 
 
Hunter, a former Corpus Christi City Councilmember is a partner at Central Coast Public Affairs, 
LLC, and nurtures a focus on economic development opportunities for the region.  
 
“I am grateful for the opportunity to bring my service and experience as a member of the Corpus 
Christi City Council to the Port Commission,” said Michael Hunter, Port of Corpus Christi 
Commissioner. “I am excited to contribute to this organization in a new and thoughtful way.” 
 
A Corpus Christi native, Torres worked as Assistant District Attorney, as well as Nueces County 
Justice of the Peace for Precinct 1, Place 1, and Judge of Nueces County Court at Law Number 
5, before rejoining Branscomb Law’s litigation group, where she now serves as President and a 
member of the Board of Directors.  
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“The Port of Corpus Christi is a critical energy export gateway for the Coastal Bend, the State of 
Texas and the United States,” said Amanda Torres, Port of Corpus Christi Commissioner. “I 
am humbled to be a part of the Port Commission’s continuing effort to drive that prosperity home 
to the communities we represent and serve.”  
 
The Port Commission governs the Port of Corpus Christi Authority and is composed of seven 
commissioners who serve without pay. Each commissioner serves a three-year staggered term 
with a limit of up to 12 years. Three commissioners are appointed by the Corpus Christi City 
Council; three commissioners are appointed by the Nueces County Commissioners Court; and 
one is appointed by the San Patricio County Commissioners Court. 
 
About Port Corpus Christi 
As a leading U.S. energy export gateway and a major economic engine of Texas and the nation, the Port Corpus Christi is the third largest port in the 
United States in total waterborne tonnage. Strategically located on the western Gulf Coast with access to 38 nautical miles of ship channel, including 
La Quinta Ship Channel and the now 54-foot (Mean Lower Low Water)-deep Corpus Christi Ship Channel, the Port Corpus Christi is a major hub for 
international and domestic maritime commerce. The Port of Corpus Christi is home to excellent railroad and highway network connectivity via three 
North American Class-1 railroads and two major interstate highways. With an outstanding staff overseen by its seven-member commission, the Port 
Corpus Christi is “Moving America’s Energy.” To learn more, please visit www.portofcc.com. 
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