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Barge	Carrying	Crane	Contacts	AEP	Transmission	
Lines	in	the	Inner	Harbor	

	
Corpus	Christi,	TX,	USA	–	At	7:49	AM,	Friday,	March	4,	2016,	a	barge	carrying	a	crane	on	 the	
Corpus	Christi	Ship	Channel	in	the	Inner	Harbor	came	into	contact	with	an	AEP	69	Kv	and	138	Kv	
transmission	line.		The	line	subsequently	burned	down.		No	injuries	were	reported	in	the	incident.			
	
Traffic	 is	 delayed	 at	 this	 time.	 	 The	 transmission	 lines	 are	 located	 on	 the	 Corpus	 Christi	 Ship	
Channel	in	the	Inner	Harbor	at	Port	Corpus	Christi	between	the	Corpus	Christi	and	Avery	Point	
Turning	Basins.			
	
Port	 Corpus	Christi	 and	AEP	 Texas	 representatives	 are	 coordinating	power	 line	 reconstruction	
efforts	to	ensure	minimal	disruptions	in	port	activities.			
	
“This	process	will	take	several	days	and	must	be	accomplished	in	a	safe	and	orderly	fashion,”	said	
Andy	Heines,	AEP	Texas	director	of	Corporate	Communications.	“Our	first	priority	is	to	remove	
the	transmission	line	from	the	water	and	test	the	integrity	of	our	transmission	towers.	Once	this	is	
done,	we	will	replace	the	line	sometime	early	next	week.”	
	
Currently,	there	are	no	outages	associated	with	transmission	line	accident	since	there	is	another	
electrical	feed	into	the	port.	

About	Port	Corpus	Christi	

As	the	primary	economic	engine	of	the	Coastal	Bend,	Port	Corpus	Christi	is	the	5th	largest	port	in	the	United	
States	in	total	tonnage.			Our	mission;	to	“Leverage	Commerce	to	Drive	Prosperity.”		Our	vision;	“To	be	the	
energy	port	of	 the	America’s.”	 	Strategically	located	on	the	western	Gulf	of	Mexico,	with	a	straight,	45’	deep	
channel,	 Port	 Corpus	Christi	 provides	 quick	 access	 to	 the	Gulf	 and	 the	 entire	United	 States	 inland	 waterway	
system.	The	Port	delivers	outstanding	access	to	overland	transportation	with	on-site	direct	connections	to	three	
Class-1	railroads	and	uncongested	interstate	and	state	highways.	Port	Corpus	Christi	is	protected	by	a	state-of-the-
art	 security	 department	 and	 an	 award-winning	 Environmental	Management	 System.	 	With	 outstanding	



management	 and	 operations	 staff,	 Port	 Corpus	 Christi	 is	 clearly	 “Moving	 America’s	 Energy.”	
http://www.portcorpuschristi.com/	
	

	
	

•	Come	Sea	Us;	Join	the	Energy	Port	of	the	America’s	on	Social	Media	•	
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